GERMANY'S 'NEW ORDER*
German armies discovered that agriculture had been
strangely neglected in Northern France (where pro-
duction has in fact compared favourably with that
of Germany's agricultural districts): Marcel Deat
supported them with the prophecy that 'France will
once more become a country of peasants, to its own
advantage' and the Volkischer Beobachter summar-
ized German views in the statement that German
organization could make the fullest use of France's
natural resources, and that the Germans were as
much interested in next year's harvest as the French
themselves.
It is in fact highly unlikely that any sanely planned
agricultural development could absorb a large pro-
portion of the urban population, thrown out of
employment by a large-scale de-industrialization of
France. Further, it is improbable that French agri-
culture would benefit greatly by any large 'back-to-
the-land* movement. In the Balkan countries, where
a large proportion of the population is engaged in
not very highly developed agriculture, the propor-
tion is too large for the highest agricultural efficiency
to be achieved. In France under the suggested
German plan, families would return to the soil, not
in order to redress the balance between town and
country, but simply because other occupations had
been forbidden them.
Exploitation of Labour
The proposed re-agriculturalization of Europe,
while it may be forced on the Germans by the diffi-
culties under which European industries suffer in
war-time, is also part of their long-term policy. It
is a corollary of their attempt to turn Germany into
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